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Expert advice on choosing the right storage and surfaces for your ho

“ Look Up! Ceilings provide an overhead canvas of design possibilities p. 38
“ Improve your home's curb appeal and turn a first impression into a lasting one p. 44




Photos courtesy of (left and right) Pedini of Atlan ta LLC [Transitional kitchen, Cabinets: Laquered Wood ,
Textured Finish, Countertop: Concrete] and Renewal Design-Build
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Cabinets and Countertops

Expert advice on choosing the right storage and surfaces for your home
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SPECIAL SECTION: CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Expert advice on choosing the right

s and countertopfor. your home
& . By Kathy Kantors/ki
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cabinet

TRANSITIONAL KITCHEN

CABINETS: HANDCRAFTED FROM MAPLE,
FINISHED IN aPOIL‘TING,“ BY FARROW & BALL

Photo courtesy of Craft Art Countertops and Crown Point Cabinetry

COUNTERTOP: SOLID TEAK WOOD
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CRAFTSMAN-STYLE
KITCHEN

CABINETS: OAK

COUNTERTOP:
TYPHOON GREEN
GRANITE

ecause the kitchen

is the heart of the

home, it often carries

he biggest 2wow®

potential, and cabinets
and countertops are the make-
it-or-break-it elements of its
aesthetic. But beyond looks, the
kitchen has to function well.
That means keeping contents
organized and easy to retrieve for
frequent use, as well as allowing
for everyday wear and tear without
too much maintenance. Keeping
all this in mind, we drew upon the
knowledge of Atlanta-area experts
on both the latest and the most
popular time-tested trends in
cabinetry and countertops. Here's
what they had to say.

Decisions, decisions

When building a new kitchen from
scratch, do you start with choosing
the cabinets or the countertops?
Either, says Sarah Anderson from
wood-countertop manufacturer
Craft Art, www.craft-art.com.

apick your countertops either last
or Irst; they aren't a middle-of-
the-road design choice, she says.
aThey are the most prominent
visual elementbnext to cabinets,
of course.®

Still not sure where to start?
aMy advice to homeowners
always starts with a question:

Do you want stained or painted
cabinets?° says Angelique Baez

of Construction Resources/

CR Home Design Center, www.
crhomeusa.com. @If you want a
stained cabinet, then it is best to
choose the exact door style before
choosing a countertop. If the
preference is a painted cabinet,
then choose the countertop !rst
and cater the paint choice to
coordinate specilcally with the
chosen material and color® @




TRANSITIONAL KITCHEN

CABINETS: GLASS UPPERS,
FLUSH INSET SHAKER STYLE
BOTTOM

COUNTERTOP: MARBLE
SLAB WITH CONTRASTING
ISLAND
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Once you've chosen either your
cabinets or countertops, ensure
the complementing element is just
thatbcomplementary. Anderson
advises getting countertops that
are in contrasting tones to their
cabinets: 2Dark top, light base.
Light top, dark base° she says. 2And
when you don't try to get an exact
match with your cabinets (and
typically miss the exact match),
you will get a complementary look
that says, ‘| wake up looking this
good.®

Cabinet considerations

Cabinets are perhaps a more
permanent choice than
countertops. It is more common

to install new countertops on old
cabinets than vice versa, so quality
is a big factor in your cabinet
choice. 2Plywood construction is

a good choice for durability,° says
John Winfree of Diversiled Cabinet
Distributors, www.dcdcabinets.
com. He adds, 2Solid-wood face
frames and !nishes that are
warrantied by the manufacturer
are good indicators of the kind of
quality construction that will stand
up to regular use.®

A modiled Shaker style is the
most popular wood-cabinet
design among Atlanta-area
homeowners, says Michael
McKelvey of Woodworks Design,
www.woodworks-design.com.
a\We are seeing a lot of kitchens
speciled in a modi'ed Shaker

style with oversized rails and
rails.

|

stiles (three inches

RAILS AND STILES
ARE THE 2FRAME®
ON THE FRONT OF A
DOOR PANEL. RAILS

ARE THE HORIZONTAL

(TOP AND BOTTOM)

PIECES OF THE FRAME]
AND THE STILES ARE

THE VERTICAL
(SIDE) PIECES.

or more) ° he says.
aSimple modi!cations
such as the addition of
a bead, inset fronts or
simple hardware can
push the look in either
a contemporary or
classic direction. @
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Itis a very versatile frame and
panel choice for doors and drawer
fronts.®

Wl 4

Another way to ensure your
cabinets have long-lasting style
is to choose neutral colors. And
to ensure they'll have a long-
lasting lifespan, choose a durable
Inish. @Catalyzed-stain !nishes
for cabinets are more durable
than other stains,® Winfree says.
TRQFTI(T::_?ENAL . b 3Look for KCMA certilcation to
demonstrate that the !nishes
have been tested for resistance to
various common substances.’

For a more modern look with built-
in durability, lacquer cabinetry

is a great choice. @A good-quality
lacquer is great at resisting

stains, is very hard so it holds up
extremely well and offers a smooth
Inish that's easy to clean since
there are no crevices for things

to get lodged,° says Lee Bryan, co-
owner of Pedini of Atlanta LLC,
www.pediniatlanta.com.

Topping it off

Every expert has a preference when
it comes to countertop material.

The truth is, there is no universally
perfect material; there is only a
perfect-for-you countertop. Here, —
we've outlined three of today's top
materials: stone, quartz and wood. -
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Stone countertops are likely the

most well-known and revered -
countertop material in America .
today. 2Natural stone (granite,
marble, soapstone, etc.) has been
used for centuries as a surfacing 2
material ® says Mark Meriaux

with VT Stone Surfaces, www.
vtstonesurfaces.com. @t has
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been and always will be timeless. -
Everything around may change, but
stone will still be here® @
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MODERN
KITCHEN

CABINETS:
MAN-MADE
PRODUCT THAT
LOOKS LIKE
WOOD

COUNTERTOP:
QUARTZ

Photo courtesy of Pedini of Atlanta LLC

SECTION: CABINETS & COUNTERTOPS

Baez points speci'cally to imported
Italian marble, noting its historic,
centuries-old purpose as a
countertop material. 2Marble is

the stone of choice for the growing
number of white and light gray/
taupe kitchens being built in the

Atlanta market? she says. 2Carrara &)

has a warm white and gray color h"z *‘-,

palette with soft veining. It's ideal ;o

for its classic appeal, and Calacatta

is another very popular choice.° k i«
el

Despite widespread popularity, ;:& 3
v

stone countertops can require

regular maintenance. 2Granite

countertops are stain-resistant if a
good-quality sealer is applied ? says

Debra Bobo of CSI Kitchen & Bath

Studio, www.csikitchenandbath.

com. 2Marble is a softer material

and must be sealed; greater care

should be taken to wipe up spillsb ;.
especially acids like citrus juices, a
tomato juice or winebBimmediately.®

Quartz f
With an aesthetic similar to
granite, quartz countertops

have become a choice rising in
popularity over the last decade.
For most quartz-countertop
offerings, the material is made of
quartz, a natural mineral, which is
engineered for improved durability
and ease of maintenance.

aQuartz countertops are non-
porous, therefore inherently stain-
resistant and require no sealing or
additional maintenance to keep
them looking as great as the day
they were installed,®° Meriaux says.

Wood

For many Atlantans, the natural
look of wood is preferable among
countertop choices, giving the
kitchen a warmer look than stone or
quartz. @Wood just gets better

and better as it ages? says Joshua
Johnson, president of J. Aaron LLC, @
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www.jaaronwoodcountertops.
com. @lt's a natural product and
will never go out of style.°

Though it may have a timeless
aesthetic, in order to make

a wood countertop last, you
must choose a good !'nishing
product. Johnson recommends
a marine varnish sealer, which
is 100 percent water- and stain-
proof and soaks deeply into
the wood !ber, then hardens

to create an extremely durable
Inish that only needs to be
applied once. Anderson says
that Craft Art wood countertops
are treated with a Waterlox
tung oil 'nish, which also
penetrates and !lls the wood
pores, making the surface
extremely resistant to food,
drinks and heavy daily use.
aWater and other materials just
bead up on the surface she
says, adding, @This isn't your
grandmother's butcher block"®

Wood countertops are sensitive
‘ to chemicals, however, so a

simple soap-and-water wash is
all that's needed for cleaning.
If damage does occur, 2you can

sand out any problems you
have® Baez says.

For maximum durability,
choose a countertop made of
-_— domestic wood. @They are already
acclimated to this environment?
Baex says, noting that Craft Art's
domestically farmed black walnut
is its most popular material for
2013 and also happens to be
one of the most durable choices.
And to go the extra distance in
terms of durability, choose a
countertop with a distressed
Inish, so any new scratches
don't stand out. @
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Winner, Decatur Designh Awards 2013
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Love your house, GUaran;{\on‘“

nov
but need more space? Re

We can help! Our award—winnincj

team makes your project eaéy

from design through constructioh,

for major renovations, additions,
kitchens and more.We aré
proud to be an Atlanta Top Fivé
Residential Remodeler* with a
97% referral rate.:;

Outstanding design
and craftsmanship. On time.

RENEWAL

Contact us today for a consultatlop. DE e NeBU LD

RenewalDesignBuild.com
404.378.6962

*According to the Atlanta Business Chronicle

On budget. Only from Renewal.

Built-In Organization

One of the most exciting cabinet trends of the 21
century is integrated storage solutions. It seems eve
year an exciting, new built-in organizer is introduced
the market. Here are the mainstays that can help yo
make the most of your kitchen space:
3PMMPVU TIFMWFT JO CBTF DE
1VMMPVU TQJDF SBDL
1VMMPVU USBTI SFDZDMJOH C
$VUMFSZ JOTFSU

.PUPSJ[FE QVMM EPXO TIFMWF
$PSOFS VOJUT UIBU NBLF UIF
1PQ VQ BQQMJIBODF TIFMWFT
1VMMPVU QBOUSZ

'JMJOH DBCJOFU CVJMU JOUP

PiInformation provided by Debra Bobo of CSI Kitche
& Bath Studio; John Winfree of Diversi®ed Cabinet

Distributors; Lee Bryan of Pedini of Atlanta LLC; anc
Michael McKelvey of Woodworks Design
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What's new

We asked local experts about
new, exciting products coming
soon to the cabinet and
countertop market, and we
found a pattern: porcelain. At
Pedini of Atlanta, porcelain and
stone-veneer Inishes are being
introduced. @The look is great
when the kitchen is part of the
living space, as it does not look as
much like a service area as part
of the room's decor? Bryan says.

At VT Stone Surfaces, Meriaux
tells us of a new, large-

format porcelain and ceramic
countertop. @Think tiles the

size of natural-stone slabs,° he
describes. 20ne that we will offer
is called Dekton from Cosentino,
the makers of Silestone. These
have all the durability of
porcelain and ceramic tile with
virtually unlimited patterns and
designs that will be possible. It
may still be a couple of years
away, but | expect to see this
product begin to take off initially
in commercial buildings, with
residential design to follow.° >]

Editorial Resources begin on page 67.
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RESOURCES

of Atlanta

www.facebook.com/artisticremodelingatl
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DONE THE RIGHT WAY!

fernvalley

landscapes & Interiors
Consulting: Design Installation

&7 (404) 225-271085]
Ei fernvalley.com [ok

*price per hour. 2 hour min.



